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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in Ihc application; 
1 . (Currently Amended) A harvesting combine comprising: 

a body including a housing and operating equ i pment* the -housing extending 
longitudinally along, and relative to, a forward direction of travel oflhe harvesting combine, 
the housing having a front wall extending generally transverse to the longitudinally extending 
body and a rotary threshing assembly including a rotor having a front end located in front of 
the front wall, the-opera ting e quipment i nclud i ng Hrtoep uluvatur a ss e mb l y and a grain tank ; 

a longitudinaJly extending eab in from of and spaced-apart from the front wall, the 
longitudinally extending cab having at least one longitudinally extending side; and 

a platform comprising a rear platform portion, the rear platform portion positioned in 
the space between the cab and the body, the rear platform portion extending along the from 
wall, which is generally transverse to the longitudinally extending body, wherein the cab, (be 
body, and the rear platform portion define a passageway to allow an operator to visually 
monitor and access the body from the platform, the passageway and the rear platform portion 
extending over the front end of the rotor, the plalform further including at least one side 
platform portion connected to the rear platform portion, the at least one side platform portion 
located beside, and extending along, the al least one longitudinally extending side of the cab, 
wherein the rear platform portion and the at least one side platform portion comprise at least 
one generally L-shape embodiment when viewed from abov e, wherein the rear platform 
portion is supported on a b ridg e which has a generally inverted U-shapc which extends ove r 
and d efines a space containing the front end of the rotor, and wherein t he rear plat form 
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purlion is removably attached 10 the brkluc to allow the cab 10 be positioned in the 
passageway afrqve the front end pf the rotor. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the cab is supported on the 
combine by a linkage assembly movable tor moving the cab upwardly and rearwardly into 

| the seftee- passaaewav a nd adjacent to the front wall. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim ij., wherein the rear platform portion 
between the cab and the body is located at a higher elevation than the at least one side 
platform portion. 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim I, wherein the passageway has a width of 
approximately 1 8-20 inches. 

6. (Cancelled) 

j 7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 64wherein the bridge supports at least 
one step at an elevation between the rear platform portion and the at least one side platform 
portion. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 7 comprising two of the at least one 
side platform portions beside opposite longitudinally extending sides of the cab, respectively, 
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the side platform portions and the rear platform portion together having a U-shapc when 
viewed from above. 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 8 wherein the cab includes a back wall, 
the back wall including a transparent window to provide the operator with enhanced visibility 
behind the cab. 

10 (Original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the platform includes a railing extending 
upward from the platform and along an outer perimeter of the platform. 

1 1 > (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim I wherein the combine includes a 
frame, the platform being attached to the frame. 

1 2. (Original) The apparatus ofclaim I wherein the platform is positioned above two 
front wheels of the combine. 

13. (Original) I "he apparatus of claim 1 wherein the cab includes a curved transparent 
front panel. 

1 4. (Previously Present ed) The apparatus of claim 13 wherein the curved transparent from 
panel is comprised of glass, 

15. (Cancelled) 
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16. (Cancelled) 

1 7. (Currently Amended) A method for visu ally mon i torin g opcrating a harvesting 
combine comprising: 

providing a harvesting combine including a longitudinally extending body, relative to 
a forward direction of travel of the harvesting combine, the body including a housing and 
operating equipment including at least a loop elevator assembly and it grain lank, a 
longitudinally extending cab spaccd-apart from and in front of the body, the longitudinally 
extending cab having at least one longitudinally extending side, a platform including at least 
one side platform portion positioned beside the cab and extending along the at least one 
longitudinally extending side of the cab, and an elevated back platform portion connected to 
the at least one side platform portion and positioned between the cab and the body at an 
elevation higher than the side platform portion, wherein the cab, the body, and the elevated 
hack platform portion define a passaaeway ,_and wherein the back platform portion is 
supported on a bridge which has a Generally inverted U-shapc which extend s over and defines 
a space containing a front end of a rotor of a Ihrcshina system of the combin e ext ending 
forwardlv of the body of the comb 

removably detaching, the back platform portion from the bridge * and 
raising the cab upwardly to position the ca b i n the passageway above the front end of 
the rotor 

visuully monitoring -t he operating cquipmont - froro th e e levat e d back platform po rti on . 

1 8. (Currently Amended) A method for v iuunlly muniluringQ Bejating a harvesting 
combine comprising; 
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providing a harvesting combine including a longitudinally extending body, relative lo 
a forward direction of travel of the harvesting combine, the body including a housing and 
operating equipment including a loop e l evator and og rain tank, a longitudinally extending 
cah spaced-apart from and forwardly of Ihc body, ihe longitudinally extending cab having at 
least one longitudinally extending side* a platform including ar least one side platform portion 
positioned beside the cab and extending along the at least unc longitudinally extending side 
of die cab, and an elevated back platform portion connected lo the at least one side platform 
portion and positioned between the cab and the body wherein the cab, the body, and the 
elevated back platform portion define a passagewa y, and wherein the back platform portion is 
supported on a bridge which has a generally inverted U-shape w hich extends over and defines 
a space containing a front end of a rotor of a threshing system of the combine extending 
forward Iv of the body of the combine : trad 

rclcasablv detaching the back platform portion from the bri dge: and 

positioning the cab in the passageway abo ve the front end of the roto r to facilitate ot 
leagt onc of installation of the rotor and removal of t he rotor 

uuucuiiing the oporu ting - e quipm e nt from the e levated hack platform po rtion. 

1 9. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein the cab includes a back walk the back 
wall including a transparent window; and 

visually monitoring the operating equipment from the cab. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19 wherein the transparent window is comprised of 
glass. 
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2 1 . (Previously Presented) A cab arrangement for a harvesting; combine comprising: 

a harvesting combine including a longitudinally extending body, relative to a forward 
direction of travel of the harvesting combine, the body i no J ud i ogiu housing und operating 
equipm ent, th e operniinji equ i pment iric l udmyi u Ioop - c I c v hIqf tmuemblv and havinff a grain 
tank; 

a longitudinally extending cab spaced-apart from the grain tank, the longitudinally 
extending cab having opposite longitudinally extending sides; and 

a platform including side platform portions beside opposite sides of the cub and 
extending longitudinally therealong, the platform further including a back platform portion 
connected to at least one of the side platform portions and positioned at a higher elevation 
than the side platform portions positioned between Ihc cab and the grain tank, wherein the 
back platform portion is supported or a bridge which has a generally i nverted U-sh ape which 
extends over and defines a space thcrcbcncalh containing a front end of a rotor of a threshing 
system of the combine extending tbrwardly of the body of the combine, wherein the back 
platform portion is relcasably attached to the brid ge to allow the cab to be positioned in the 
passage way above the front end of the rotor , and wherein the cab, the grain tank, and the back 
platform portion define a passageway to allow an operator to visually monitor operating 
equipment from the higher elevation. 

22. (New) The apparatus of claim I wherein the body includes a housing and operating 
equipment. 

23. (New) The apparatus of claim 22 wherein the operating equipment includes a loop 
elevator assembly and a grain tank. 
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24. (New) The apparatus of claim 2 wherein the linkage assembly is coupled to a feeder 
housing of the combine with a removable support rod so that the up and down movement of 
the feeder housing causes the linkage assembly to at least one of raise and lower. 
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